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Professional Teacher Development on a Tight Budget

!

Tekka Chang

With the abolishment of teacher license renewal, it has become even more important

to develop the skills of English teachers throughout Japan. While it is great that some

boards of educations (BOEs), such as the one in Tokyo, can invest a lot of money in

training teachers overseas, what about the BOEs with smaller budgets? A constant strain
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on each BOE’ s budget makes it difficult for them to invest in its teachers.

One model that came to my mind was the TEAMUP program administered by the
University of Minnesota. A two-year project was set up to train 28 teachers from 4 schools
when there were not enough ESL teachers for the incoming immigrant children. A TESOL
library was set up at each school and teachers received the support of each school so they
could go to the monthly training sessions without worrying about their own classes.
Instead of having general workshops that were not seen as successful, each teacher created
a personalized two-year training plan and could also receive advice from their professors
via email or scheduled meetings. To apply this concept for Japan, I thought that each BOE
could ask a local university in their prefecture for help.

However, university professors are busy people with their own research and may not
be able to help. An alternative idea is to use resources from the web along with technology.
For example, the University of Texas in Austin (https://coerll.utexas.edu/methods/) has a
training site for English teachers where they can study on their own. Each lesson has

review questions and a reflection discussion question. English teachers in each BOE could

set up a Google Classroom and study on their own and complete discussion questions online.

For the teachers with more support from their BOE, they can have monthly meetings via
Zoom and discuss questions remotely from their schools or homes.

For teachers that want to study further, a special interest group could be set up.
TEFLIN, in Indonesia, has a collection of TESOL books created by top scholars in PDF
format that is available for free. (https://teflin.org/book-publications/) There are books
written on topies such as Instructed SLA, Pragmaties, and Cooperative Learning and each
book is written in an easily accessible language for non-native speakers of English.
Teachers could create a forum for each discussion question at the end of each chapter
and discuss the content online, or via Zoom or Google Meet. For some of the meetings,
perhaps a teacher in the BOE who specializes on the topic could lead the discussion. In
any case, the only cost is the time spent by each teacher and professional development
can be conducted at little or no cost. I am sure that there are many free resources such as
online MOOCS created by different universities that can be used as well. Thanks to the
spread of technology at the workplace, teachers are now able to get training, despite their
busy schedules. Let us hope that each BOE will accept this kind of training as part of the
professional development of English teachers throughout Japan so we can be better

prepared to help our students improve their English.

Reference:
Walker, C. and Edstam, T.S. (2013), Staff Development While You Teach: Collaborating to
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Serve English Learners. 7ESOL J, 4: 345-359. https://doi.org/10.1002/tesj.81

BOEBFHICBIF BV 7V DEH)
#Hk BIL

T4 UT L 7Y v (William Empson 1906 —84)i%. HAEIZTHB VT i HERE
ZBLOFHFAELTHAEINEZEHLZVB. AL LTESDE DAL N TRV ER
bihd, 2z, dFAE L TOFREHYFOM S CHEHEE 217 9 BNCHZHFEL Tk
ZEITMAT, BROFPEHRTHD LS ZEITGER LTS EEDbNE, EEZNL
Fiz. BHATHEZ L > T2 &%, ‘Basic English’ 2B LZH > TWEZ &iddm
bR TRV DEEbNhS, YOy 7Y U id, HRESASARLER 1930 4ERIZH
ABIOPEHIZIMEL TE Y. TAEITIE. 1931 4£50 5 1934 EDOF) 3 4ER], o SCH
PR PZBHEDRIERANTB N T, HFREER L LTHRANEDOTH S, ZO4M. R
HiERFBIEDOR IR P) T O R P2 HUZ D WAENIT, Some Versions of
Pastoral (1935)%° The Structure of Complex Words1951)IZHIAIAFENBH L LREL =
DTHB. TNHDEHEHIX, B—1ED Seven Types of Ambiguity (1930) & 3> TRijH
DL T D¥TH S ‘linguistic analyses’ OMEH HBESINE=EETH S,

ZD%. RITPEANEHED ., 1937 4EH0 5 1938 4RI KT, 1938 4E0 5 1939 4F
RS KRFTEZ L > 7D TH D, YT, HPEFORITHY ., sz L
BHBEOT XA N SN TRELZ D T2 & > TV, REPHIEL T2 51
FOERZKRCTA XY AANRELE. 2FE, kiR KEE&RE®R. ot E A~k
& 194740 5 1952 4E DI JERURZA IR L TEIiZ L 21D TH D,

TV UBEPBENTHAE L T IRE. hEICHE L TO IR & X5 Lkd
WA, fREEEKERIL. a—=< + )L (Roma Gill 1934—2001) O#REE L 7= “William
Empson” 2 ‘Mr. William Empson in Japan’ W oL ZHFRmMLTB Y. &BPETD
VTV DEHEANIDI LB TES, ZNUCL DL =07V ViRl =58
X OEFEBEREEDEGESZ L D, E—&— « 7 = X)L (Peter Quennell 1905—93)D AT
ELUTEPEIZHME LR, Zh a2 LD tDTH S LAY Fx —X (Ivor
Armstrong Richards 1893—1979)TdH o7z, LAY Fx —XFx v 7V VIZIEFZEE DH
THRFEZHAD T EDOHEENZPHICZRLIZK 5 THDHB, Zhid ‘Basic
English’ O#EEED—ANE LT, =T 7Y T ‘Basic English’ Oz 2Wfr L7127~
OhL LR, T, ¥av - Ny 77 (John Haffenden 1945—)ic ki
. =TV ORBUE. BEAHANMIK ZLRZHE D HRENTRP 7L 5TH
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5. bord, REONE» BT, 720 ROBFH. B kiR KA & mh
5 UREDIEREEFRIT. A FY R EIFHEBGRTH Y. o EinzEick <
TLIALEE > TV RO L LRV, LEALREL. RBIOXEH &I1TK
T, T TV FHAfTERIEI L. BORO X 5 TR ETEER O TN 2D
THD, HBRAIT, WHERBERKENE, R R2EE L O HREARIIBN T, =
VTV UYL O#ERBHIZOWTLIRRTNWS, ZFhic kb &, Hgy
4 BED). =V PR R ORIER 2 B, 17 DSR2 Bei). S sCsakme 2 iy
R, BXK =v&S - T4 74 V7QHHRZHLE L TVELSTHS. ZTOIEHI.
BIFROY~v—EIF—REILBMLTEY., #ELDaIa=F—v a v b
FIZE o TS IB A5, ZDL 9T, L DifFEZITIFi>TWiE—hT. &
BORZZINHLTEY., HATOKMEORR., HANMEEDEE, BLOHS
NDOARLEEME UTZFE ‘Aubade’ 121X, =V 7Y UBREETWERITEZ EDT
XRVWALRPHRARND, ZOM, Ny Tz TFUIRREBE. UYLV OHBARE
BT L HER DD TIER L. BBEDKFEDOELRUTIEDH F VEIGDRPr 72X 5
THbd. FOOEDDRNZ, =7V v &R D ‘Basic English’ 1Z%9 5 tH%&
LN, L AR TUTV UOMBIIMLEEL oK 5 T, thoEFEH,
FHRITEIBIER L TV EED, MENEZE THRELLZDTHD. ZDRED., ifife
DBREDBEITIE, T TV VRBIZFa—7OhEHITE L > TV, HEED |
ZIBGE S NEEGEE —7F ., FRaic/— bMZiR-oTWhWEHE b WELENS, Tk
ICFa—TFANDTL TV EPRIT /) — b 2B#ELORICIX. HEFEDa
a2 —YavBPFELTWEEA S, £ = 7Y Lol a 2 T/l
RIE TORRBZZHEICH L THL —RBRXFFD THARE R L LENWIZ LT T
VoD BHD-TERDT B ] LibREX oz, ZEFEDEDIZT ‘Basic English’ D
PN L WM RPN HH LIS 2RIy 7Y VO NBERBENR TS, L L
BH6., R, RPN 7Y v OERZZIFANT . ‘Basic English’ DA% &
FEEEZECTWED Y 7Y UIZE > TUIEFIZTD EL LWIRTH o ITENR
AN

EHIZ, BB T7 7V ALDRBDORT, SCREGIED SCGHRRHFENZ L B2 K¥%:DT
BILELL, = 7Y 0k 5 BARBRORS 1T X 5 2B &5 oxt
RIZIROTLELEDTH S, TOLHRTEITEY., MRIFHTHBEITH U TEEEZ
RiolziziEnian, 1934 Iy 7Y VBB EHZEEN %, hEANES =B 20
B2 FABENZH L TITR o 72 & 912 ‘Basic English’ ® W BpE & EEPEZ2 3t LTz, %
DOHEH > T, METIEZ V7Y VOREPZITANTEZEDOTH S, TOZ EHERL
TWBDPESPEPTIRRWVDE, = 7Y URhEIZERBAEL TWEE NS H
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Kz UL, ZTORREMIIADRNES S, TAB. =TV EVHHEEREM
DD, BEHL., TAVHD=Za— - 7 VT 4 v I~SRBBEEZT-ND &
LT 22— 7Y T 4 T RAEWVI i Fikzl U TREEMIZRER L 2o TiE Ry
ZA95. b L. BIFOEPBEP Y 7Y v DIRELEZIF AL, ‘Basic English® %3
ALTWEES, XU BERBRAET ., B, 8 50 FRIZOW T DORERE R
BREINTVEIL LRV, 2 Lb. HOAIRASU EIZRAEIZBWTRAS
NTWITENR,

R=ZR—=NETF =L LT XY BEOHR D
HiE

1. IFC®HIT

BUE. ROAIERFERZIICODEEOARAAT ¥ =) —H =BT AV H L) EE
DM THEZH Y RIEHELTWS, BEIZBWTHAXLHETLERZ P - =82 < O
BREREINTND, FRRIZT XY B LRITBNT HR00% 0 E R (national pastime )
LVDNDBER—=RR—=NZ P> EAEMIBEITEA L VIEEL S BRI TS, 40l
DTy EA TlE, FRIZARDOEWEREZIY EIFE55 5, FHEPRY EIF51EMIZ—
HLTERBYEEGZTOVEDOH, WHDWETT79 7 « Yy 7 ZAFELE NI T AV 7
KU =7 EIREORF X VAL THYIINHAEFHETLH 5. (EREHIXZ DI\ T EW
22 RAEROT A Y W2 ZARIT 5 & WV I EHTHRA LB &L
THPFZZDEMDHPIZESE L TS, BLRTZDREMEITON TG L TH D,

2. N"—=F— R «=F5=<v K (Bernard Malamud) [FF =251 (Natural,1952)
COIFZ. RV =7 Bl RERAF X VANV NAR D 1919 SRR E T 5
V7 eIy I 2AENBEMELELDT, A=Y =& a—L R Ta—-TxrY
VEVWSRAXX VANLNDEHREFIIRE) EIFLo N mNKEEE LN AN EEANTD
ZuA N7 2EEREDES Z & TUNTE ERRKDHR E BV HREZDOF 25
HLTEYRETH D, ETMBE{L I N Z & THOZDOF 2T A Y Atk OBk & E
DOHIWZOWTHIERE U, B RY 2 —L R« Va—-Ux 7V D ANHEEZ
DALY Z B Z O & Bl 28 T EORIKIZ OV THB S E TS /M TiE
MEDN—F—THbuA « N7 RXYHE, B THole=a—a—7 - F4Y
ZEmE LTHNey FEREL, ML LS LERTEREZEES, LA LEOTS
DOFINT RZHRBEORIZIZIHONTLE S, OBIZIDO/NGEas—h Ly
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R7#—REHD [FFaF 0] & LTME{LEN2KTHEEELZMETLH 5.
W TR ENZ =452 L TREZHDE E WO /NS E I EBIZ, KRR —AF v 2HH
RSB L, MBS EDO T L K kA LKL TWEH, af ZiH L5 /83— |-
Ly 73— FRBWPo<K Y ER—=RZ2—{TBHLVIFERTHEDD, —F. /INGETIEH
RICERZ LTU\NERIDNMAT 22 L THAZBZ S L5, B0z sz
N3t TE Y . BRIRRFERZ2 R 2 5. /NG EIFED. IETENY E—T v
T4 T TRDSTEY, L /NG TREL Bigo v T4 V7 2RETVS,
S HIZZO/NFHE BERARO FRIC X D FEPEEINTE Y . [Hhor—F—]
LW AL TONY T EP HRRRAHIR S LTS, ZORRADRP T, W.P.
FUETOREE TS a—L R Va—] TBLETEIMIELEV2—L R TVa—Tx
IIVEDRN L) EHEIERIPIEL OA - NTZROLERHEIPNT NS, RDED
WL FDEY TH S,
[— ANDERT A IZHBZREMNTTE. oI ZVDHALER S & LR, SRR
o, RKERBULBPRFIZHZG W, | INTRIZINAEDRN]  (h#g)
iz EREE I I v > a F—DFEHL - TN,
MEAH EZABPHEETHNUR, oA NTRIHEREETITZLIZLINETTH S,
BIIERA D BB E . DKL T R TOREBIIKANCHEREINDZZ LTSI, |
OA I EZOFITGRLE, [9ZELE->TE. vuAl uAfid MEOHZL- &
BBE. SZELEVWEVWE AR, 527, MTTHEBBH-> T, SHEHL
FROBEIZ Nz, | ( [HBOL—F—] EBHBR, N T #)
TDESC—HLTT I Vv 7 RHE GG EHVICH LTS Z LI3FRET N
EZLETHY. TAY D& FE AN LML A D thaiEE 2 o/Niz il LT
LT3,

3. W.P.& & F (William Patrick Kinsella) [¥ a2 —1L X « ¥ 3 —] (Shoeless Joe,1982)
ZDINRDIRP T, UIFDHET [T a—L R Ta—-Tx V]| 2Rk
WET 1982 EITH O ERDOEG AN & L TR S EWREIRRHAS NS, FOHKZ Z
CCHEMRRT AL LTS, R 1919 EDQT T « RUA RV v I RETVTFT
4 LY REDT—NRIY —XATHPRFZEELEDTH D, FVA Y v 7 RADAHET
THY., BRI DOY2—L R Ta—-TOx IV aEH8 NDOETHBRITINGE
AN BTEEH TIIBAREATH R T A BV v 7 ZABBEEANLIBHRLS &0 9 |
RAKRBEOFEPERE T, LA LYEEZHRS D THS. S ARAPAFRZROTLDD
BEPEZPNHEATLE oD, £2RMBIERM LR D LWV S LICARLHRI T
WEIND, TNPVDPLBZRIICETEIMINTNDE T Ty T <y 7 AR ATH
%5, ZDYa—LRENI=Y I RX—AEFEIAFT—V =TI T L —L T
TeEPHHDTONTELDTHY) . FEPE LB S>TZDTR—ZAR—LT—HHITTR
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A9 LIRS TEFTTH D05, MR THRUADZ LI HHS T, TDOK 5% R
XX VEANCEBEAENTLENT AV LY RY —LABKEIZELTLESEZENS
DHVWRRZ L DOBETHLH D, 1920 EDOTH T « AT N R&T T I F—HITHLY
EIFSNEMEORDFEZ. T AV HADLOHIZESTHR) BORWRY LB
WML LTHEZONTNEDTHS, ZOSEDRLYIVIILLTD@EY TH D,

PE TIRIE L SH-o Tk, I3 —, WEELS->T]
Ta—LReTa— - Tx IV R, BLRBRWVWAE, il TEERMWEEEBL
STWEAREITE ]

TVa—LReTa—Tx 7Y UVIEHEBHEMND DO THEH TR IuT A FOHET,
R S FTHPRICAR—ZAR =N EIF 2R L ATE R N TEHREFHORR/N\N R L
FE R TEBERRELEZADP TIPS LI BREBEEDOXINT HLOL LRV AY
THD. VWODERZHIFHDOEHENLERY EIFoNTZDTHS, TOMPLEEIEHE
HETHETEHRBEL LV BMHE. OBIZRIY b Fe 74y YEILRD [
BBXx Y E—] (1925) & V5 /NGO H TOBG AN THEHH G OH&EE TH-o 1=
Fx vV E—R=v 7 EZDONWBEHLETVEDTH S, ZD/NGOHTIET
FOIIV TR RAX X VEALDEHITFANE bVDI, fMbEIEONET LR =a—
=7 I TEPYHTERLZEHBIZEL LTWERA XY — UL T oA AL ELIES
LVOIR—ZAR—NIZEHEL E—fibBROENTVDS, [T a—LRTa—] KU
BR5X vy YE—] EWI T XY HZ2RET D2 KNGHOHTT, TNHOBH Nz
HIE D LEBTHIE T 5 Z & THREIE R A & 7 A U IRt DK 2 WL T
HELTW35,

4. TRIRZDEW] (The Thrill of the Grass) & 7 A F 7 #ER#E | (The IOWA Baseball

Confederacy,1986)

ERTHBWP.F L ETiE. R—=ZAR—=IKGD FRRED L TIHHORZTH D &
WOMEHDR—ZAR—NLBERE>TBY . TAFTVRFTAMEERRALEZ L2 E >h T
L LT TRBRZEDED] &5 M/ ND 7R THERGOZHEDEWERYNIZ L., Bk
T2 B 2HEDELEZEMALTVD, RO LEIZZFDERGDZEDHEES LEB2AT
LB ENTEXS,

[BAZALARTT AMZAHS>TET, BRAPEAR L EHRERALELL X, E#T
B2 S DIEA S P KRREDBKUOPRAICETELEZLE E, ETOETLEHITR
=D XS ITRER EFEFET, =F—AIZEBAREDL,. TELOEHDAT AT LW
NIFIZIZHER S T2 Z L 2. BTIRATOHNERBOTO XL SR VAR & LEZDRK
REBOHTEAS, | (TRAZEDOET] [MBERFLAR] AER, SCEHEK)
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ZO—filE. FUETOREETHD [T a—L R Ta—]| OEPTEYa— T
x 7V vOEMIZe Y M efRE—fiThb. ZOHEFIIRDE) THS,
[MELERBDEWEZRIZIR L., QAR LEZ0 iz IR THPIcHZRE L
bAEST, HDOFLELTBELIREDKSf « « « « « - 1 W EHEIZERY; DR
HENDZHEIZEELTVBITTH D, S HIZKD KL I ITHLHVTNS,
[RAFRAEZSTAZESEPNERY 72— DX S IZZENZThOFITIELIESIC
JES T, HAANMPR O BRBPTHEZEDED L ZZHSRTEDHV. IO THELREENE
) DRBOL ST, O LIFITMBEOEAELZDTEAS. | ([RRZDEV]
[EpERD| XA [7 A A7 BpRREY] AIFEGR, SCEEHRK)

CORBDSEIZF VBT H LDR—ZRAR—NVDOFEEEZ R TS Z LB, OF
D AR — 2R = LIF AT DR Tldze < EAENEZGED SN, KBIZTH S,
SHEPFITDPWIER Y ORITH S S . SRS 2RI, LA BREITR—ZAFR—
NEWVWI ZAR=VIZMY ML Z LHAARROETHY, RLTT TV T -y 7 RHE N D
X o\ EEEEE SRICEANE ABIOEOMEZ E LW FHNEITA%Z LTI
FRVDOTHY ., TP ORANETHTLRL SRGIZEZES, HERZED LT
L—95RF2RT, fToT. £-oT. WoT. HBHIFTLW I FEARRO =D Z ik
TEHZEZENERMPERE SDONEFHUTHY .. ZEDHErbEETT7 7 A V—
NEIDPDESTHS.

FEBOREMETHD [ « 74—V R AT+ RU—AR fFu—,72xY%
DOYIRE] (2002 45, JFIME TR, dakth) THRUBZIXSREER L T EHANRY —
HTHIEEFEE A Fu—IZOVTRD X 5 ITRNTEEZB > TS, [R5k
A Fu—ICHEEREODITZE DHAFENEED 7, HEEZR LETFTLZhE®ks
WBIZHERT B2 LK. WIZHBESZEDRVESIEBES L, | LR TEY,
TZRF VBT NEANGER—=ZR—=IVIZHEHBIZFMED ., RS2/ 7L —IC
WITHRETHN] LWV SHOBERBIZ RS Z &R HRS,

5 [7Z4—NVF«F7+« RYU—AR] (Field of Dreams)

T OMLE X, 1989 4ERFHD T X Y AEREOME TS 5, BExttida="—H1 -
EIFx—RAT, VAUT L NN T - Fo8FOMG[Ta—LRTa— (K&
B D ZRIEIZZ AN s TAT Y s u BV Y VBB L ZIEL T, R—2KR—
N RMIT, 1960 £ 2 F—T — R & LTERHE, FhofRLWwotz, TAY BTl
AbLNDEEME P77 VA —METH D, ZBEONEIX. LA DINNIES
U ViAo, BERIGIZAEE RO, Zhud 1919 EIZEREDIE (TF7v 7Yy
7 A% TERRAZAMNBHI N, REDS BIAEEEKAZIZTO “Va—L R
Ta— e Tx IV VEs, e F—AAAL FEBIXEBRE TR ESY OBRZRL
LB, FOEIFLA ~FIZLPRBZZENBTERY, ZTLTIOMEOH F-OF ¥ v F
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R=NDY =V RBEDOHBRICH DB DF v v FHR—NDY = BENLNRNIEE
Re#FEoDTHB, ZTRENELNDODHLIBTOMORYSIZUDTELSELN
5. VARFKEZES DI, BoOB Y LERBUTKHIL, FEOEITH O
FIREFP LTI, RUMIZRBER I 2BV LTS, BIZEL LERIZ
HOoDREEMIFERAD T EIETERWE, ZOMEZBITH TOROD Y Bk %z
BNWEZISHEELDTHD.

F 72, “Ifyoubuild it, hewillcome.” & W5 KO FERHIZ 2. LA B DM ITEIPN,
— R QM2 B X512, TAZ T DOMOPIZEERGZED . RBlL OFREREEITTR
PIENRP O EHERBEFROR—ZAR—NZLPLE LA ¥ VA NMTEANTERAL
LIBRENTEY 2 —L R TVa—Tx IV BB LBORTR—ZAR— LR LT
BliZ. TAIV DAL PIZE A HANTE > THER—ZAR— NV OREEILLDHHR L b
NWHORZLLEZHEZTINEbDTHY ., 77 AT —LBIFEBMY RTHIEL L
EME LTERICHFAPT TN TS E S ITMTESMEZRDTH D,

6. RT + JU—V ML EN s RFG o H—] [F—AN—=FH—XDOIJ (Louisville
Slugger)(Cheeseburgers®,1993)

NAEN s RTZyH—LFE5LEST AV IDOTHEIrORANET, ROy M &5
ZENAEN « RFZ 9 =Dy bDIT L THD. 7T XY X—MNA BTkt zH
ZBD— RNy PIHDT LTEHD, FRRT « FJV =YX TAAEN « 2T v H—]
EWVWISNRDOPTEERHME LTHELPIHNDINA ENL ATy T—L 523y MO
WTKRD &K S 1T TN B,

NEGRBRETRY =T DRZ—DH A VAYAA EN - RFy H—%HE) LOTKE
RBOTDHERAR. HIADEXF—LADNVAEN « ATy H—"fOLE 2RI T.
FEALEDENEZRADIFELERDE, (hig) TAXAYVIDBEHIZE>T, VL ENL -
AT H—FFEIIZBFY ., FHRIZRL LBV LHIERE EEE 2R R DR
DTHD, (hig) ZLTHL—KIT Y F AV TLAXBAALEN « RT Y H—D
JALTWVWBAERE, TNETEDKANIZ, 9 LTZARBEEZBEVTEIDR, &
HWZABIZOE D LW0RN, WO ETHRL, FHRE LRI TS, TOEKIT DA
DESTVWBDTHD. I (TMAEN s 2Ty H—] [F—ZAN—=H—=2O] } F—5%
AN SR E)

CDXYERT « 7YV =V 20 BRRODER TS 2. XR—=AR =Nz - I FEfw/ N
ERELTED. BEPLBRANER—ZAF—NDEO D ZAITRB LT 7T
EERANZRH> THLDENPHHEE EAD TR -T2 XK 5 R TLLOEN BV 2
T3,

7. 74V 7 euX [HRESLLWT XY HBER] (The Great American Novel, 2016)
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ZONFIF, ZEBZTERZ R TWBE2DX S ITWREDPIRT S, HETIIFiIESH L
W] EWVIRBNTNSED, ZORRITENS &, FHiFSH L EWS XD id4 < Eig
b LLBWERNMITHD, ZET AV ARV —TDFTa ) =772V h
VU= LLESEIOV T bbb [ZEHY —7 ] ZEMICYRESERINT
W5, B RFZDY =i RGa~y & ZART Z 7L BRERE WS Bl S W
HTHEL TS, B A LBHEET S L HhithHiE» 0 28558, BRo—K
P—=HZRLHLVZBXIBRBTIHELAZD TTHIOTWS, AT E WS E/hER
REF. 2D —F—, DT x v F X —REMFBITVLE IRV, ThHDET
baT7I7y 7LV ABI—ET ZIADTEHERZEAIZ LU T, 1960 FAURFD T A
U HBHRR AL Z BRI L TR Y 737 4 — KIS DR M ABFICEDSETA
MERJER RN Z L THBK E BRI LELE DD, WHhYEE—MELWVWIH
HAREE T 2BRTIELEDLEAETAT A WA E2RMT AL T. H—Hh R
HEHEDVWIREBRF—LZE L TT AU HEE~NDORY 25T /NGiE o
T3, 2D X HITaRITE > TORERIZLSRED— KE RPN TH - 728k z fHT R
Z B TIRH L e — KEMHR/NHZDTH S, 5ETR—RAFR— L LIFEBESLLVLDT
HBLEVSBEEMEEHE LWV S ERTIIR—ZAR— %8 C T2 ADHI %
HNEZO/NBITFEE DHIEZRI K D LR>TVD,

8. ¥L¥

HRIDOT Y A TER—AR—MHERZ ST HHOT XV B2 RET DX
DNzl LT, R—=AR—=NOBEPLE AR ZHR L, RX—ZAKR—1LDFD
HIES LIIZOVWTHARTEE, SRIOT—<LBRo>TNBET TV T « )y 7 ZAHEHR
T A Y A SLFORRR RNRITERY; Uy ZORENEEH D N 0nbDRH 5, iz
DG, MR TEIETO T OR—=ZAR—=NVIZWMY I I E ZZBT AU B ADLE
FEEY, ZON—FZLoh D LifiH. FORELIZIFIRODPZT A Y HHERITH 5
—ERIWET I LT, ARDHEIRERER—=ZR—NVIZHEZ LTS, TA Y DXL
LIaiZ L CAERMEZEREETH BR—RR— L2l LT, HHDBERITEN
THLEE & a2 4 REL ) _EIF72/Nioh T, B AMEE 2B S, RERESTHL
TWBZ E IR T D TDRRITR—RR— L DFOFENEH L X135 RO AR
NEZIFED I, A BRDHRIZESLTLBATHAH. RIZEDL S5 BRR—RFKR—
WINGEB D HIZE T DDOPELATH D,
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Othello and Desdemona from the Viewpoint of Oxymoron

Noboru Fukushima

In Shakespeare’s Othello, the combination of contradictory words in figurative
language is known as an oxymoron. By juxtaposing opposing concepts, this rhetorical
device highlights the play’s themes, such as love and hate, good and evil, and the
destructive nature of jealousy. The following example illustrates this: Iago tells Roderigo
that honest fools who work like donkeys for their masters all their lives, only to be fired

when they are old and worn out, can go to hell.

Whip me such honest knave. (1.1.49)

“Me” is an ethical dative and “honest” means honourable. An “honest knave” is potentially
an oxymoron. This is because in early modern English, “knave” meant a dishonest and

untrustworthy person—a swindler or a scoundrel. Since honesty implies moral integrity

and sincerity, it is an oxymoron. Catholics hold a more positive view of human nature.
They believe the human will is flawed, but not utterly corrupted. Protestants believe

humans are fundamentally evil. The optimistic view of human nature in Shakespearean
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plays resonates with Catholicism.

Moving to the next example. lago pretends to be faithful to Cassio, deceives him, and

then leaves him alone. When the devil tempts a man to commit the worst sins, he first

appears as an angel. “As I do now” (2.3.320), he says to himself:

Divinity of hell!
When devils will the blackest sins put on,
-+ (2.3.317-318)

lago cries out, “Divinity of helll” This is an oxymoron—a contradictory expression

combining the sacred (divinity) with the evil (hell). He marvels at how evil can disguise
itself as good, how the devil wears the mask of virtue to tempt people. Here, he is plotting
to exploit Desdemona’s goodness to bring about her ruin. As Norman Sanders points out

in the New Cambridge edition of Othello, “Divinity of helll refers to the Theology of the
Devil. The allusion is to Satan’s citation of scripture in the temptation of Christ in Matt.

4.6.” (136).

Let’s move on to the next example. Othello, deceived by lago, curses Desdemona as a

whore. She has no idea what crime she has committed:

What ignorant sin have I committed? (4.2.69)

“Ignorant sin” is truly an oxymoron. Desdemona uses this phrase when asking Othello
what “ignhorant sin” she has committed, emphasizing her confusion and innocence in the
face of the accusation against her. This phrase combines the concept of “sin,” implying

knowledge and intent, with the concept of “ignorance,” suggesting a lack of awareness or

understanding. This contrast heightens Desdemona’s bewilderment at being accused of a
sin she did not know she had committed, highlighting the tragic misunderstanding that

fuels the play’s conflict. According to Norman Sanders, “ignorant” means “unknowing,
innocent” (181).

In Toni Morrison’s Desdemona, an adaptation of Othello, the oxymoron is rarely stated

explicitly as a single phrase. Rather, the play’s overall concept unfolds around the tension
between Desdemona’s pure, idealized image and the harsh realities of race and power

within the play. Morrison reconstructs Desdemona, moving beyond Shakespeare’s tragic
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characterization to explore the complexity of her experience as a white woman marrying

a black man in a racially segregated society. There is a contradiction in the clash between

Shakespeare’s romantic, “angelic” Desdemona and Morrison’s more nuanced, complex
portrayal. Here is one of the few examples of oxymoron: Desdemona’s soul exists “between
being killed and being un-dead; between life on earth and life beyond it”, never to perish.

In “life beyond it, I join the women in the water and walk with them in the dark light:

I join the underwater women; stroll with them in dark light, listen to their music in
the spangled deep. (14)

“Dark light” is an oxymoron combining two contradictory or opposing concepts, blending

two mutually exclusive qualities. ‘Dark’ signifies the absence of light, while “light”
denotes illumination or a light source. Combining these creates a contradictory image that
defies logical explanation yet evokes a complex emotional or symbolic atmosphere. This
contradictory syntax creates a dreamlike, otherworldly expression reminiscent of the
underwater realm—mystical (like the afterlife or the unconscious)—where beauty and
sorrow, visibility and opacity merge.

As we have seen, the use of oxymorons in Othello and Desdemona serves to highlight

contradictions concerning love, identity, power, and race.
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